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LINNBENTONE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  MATHEMATICS DIVISION  
         SPRING 2012 

MTH 111 –College Algebra 
Tentative Syllabus 

 
COURSE NUMBER:  MTH 111 (5 Credits)             INSTRUCTOR:  Ahmad Rajabzadeh 
      CRN: 47110 

CLASS HOURS: TTh 8:00 – 9:50AM             Classroom:  WOH 112 
        F 9:00 – 9:50AM 

OFFICE HOURS:      F 8:00 – 8:50AM            OFFICE LOCATION:  MH 111 
    And by appointment       E-MAIL:  rajabza@linnbenton.edu 
                          PHONE:   917- 4234          
  

• PREREQUISITES 
Intermediate Algebra MTH 095 or equivalent course(s) with a grade of "C" or better, or pass a placement test 
through the Testing Office. Prerequisite grades or test scores must have been completed within the past four 
terms. Students who have not completed the prerequisites should contact me immediately. 

• COURSE DESCRIPTION 
College algebra is the study of basic functions and their applications. This includes polynomial, rational, 
exponential, and logarithmic functions and their inverses. Solving of equations will be emphasized.  Use of 
matrices to solve systems will be introduced. In accordance with national recommendations, this course 
emphasizes skill building, problem solving, modeling, reasoning, communication, connections with other 
disciplines, and the appropriate use of technology. A graphing calculator is required. However, students will be 
held accountable for many skills without a calculator.  

• MATERIALS NEEDED 
1. Text: College Algebra, 7th ed. Author: Aufmann, Barker, Nation, Publisher: Brooks/Cole/Cengage  
2. A programmable graphing calculator: TI-83s or TI-84s. Other calculators are not supported. Any calculator 

higher than TI-84 will not be allowed on any exam. 
3. Graph paper, ruler, notebook for class notes 

A Note on Calculator Use 
Calculators such as the TI-89 and the TI-92 that can do symbolic algebra will not be allowed during tests or the final 
exam.  Also, parts of tests or the final exam may be specified as No Calculators Allowed.  .  

• CLASSROOM GUIDELINES: 
To help create an atmosphere where I am able to teach and you and your fellow students are able to learn free  
from disturbance and distraction, please: 

 
 Before entering the classroom turn off your cell phone (including the silent ring feature), beeper, I-pod, CD 

player, and/or any other electronic device(s) that you may have with you. 
 Do not carry on conversations with one another while class is in session as a large group.  If you have a 

question or comment, please get my attention by raising your hand.  When called upon, please speak so that 
the whole class can hear you. 

 If your childcare arrangements for the day don't work out, please make other arrangements.  As a general rule, 
children will not be allowed in the classroom.  If for some reason you feel that there is no other choice but to 
bring your child or children into the classroom, please speak with me first. 

 Feel free to talk with fellow class members before class begins, during group work, when I am circulating 
and/or helping students individually and when I give permission to do so. 

mailto:rajabza@linnbenton.edu
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• INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:  
The course will be taught through a combination of lecture, small group work, and class discussion.  Appropriate 
technology will be integrated at the instructor's discretion.  

Always bring your textbook, calculator, class notes, and homework questions to class.  Most meetings will begin 
with a warm-up exercise and/or questions and answers about recent homework.  Then I will present new material, 
or students will work in groups to explore concepts and solve problems.  Attend class regularly 

• RESOURCES AND HELP   
Make a note of my office hours and make use of them.  If my hours don’t fit your schedule, we can arrange 
another appointment time.  Just ask!  I will be glad to help you whenever I can. Please note I am on limited time 
at main campus. 
The Learning Center is an excellent place to study and get math help.  The relaxed atmosphere and table 
arrangement make it a great location for study groups to meet and work.  Please remember to log on and off the 
sign-in computer with each visit. 
Drop-in tutoring is available in the LRC (Albany campus) and Help Desk at Benton Center. An instructional 
assistant is available at the math help desk whenever the Learning Center is open. S/he is prepared to answer all 
your algebra, trig, and calculus questions as well as help you with your calculator. 

•    GRADING 
 Success in any math class requires a serious commitment on your part.  Class attendance, regular reading and 
homework practice, as well as strong beginning algebra skills are critical to your success in this course.  Plan to 
spend at least 10 hours per week studying the material outside of class.  This course will include both lecture and 
small-group work, and you will be expected to take an active role in your study of college algebra. 

It is the responsibility of the student to withdraw from the course if they do not wish to receive a letter grade.  The 
last day to withdraw is listed in the current schedule of classes.   

No grades of “Y” or “WP” will be given in this class. An incomplete ‘I’ grade will not be assigned unless a 
student has talked with me in advance and a signed agreement between the student and me has been agreed upon.  
I will consider giving an incomplete to a student only if the student has a good reason for making the request.  An 
incomplete will not be given just because a student is not satisfied with his/her performance in the class. 

Course grades will be based upon a 600 point scale. Your grade in the course will be based on your total number 
of points accumulated from the following: 

 3 midterm tests at 100 points each…………………………………………... 3 × 100 = 300 
 Final Exam …………………………………………………………………………       200 
 Group activities/ in-class practice problems and participation………………….           =   50 
 Homework Quizzes/ concept quiz ..…………………………………………………   =   50 
                                                                                                                              Total   600 
• Grading Scale: 

     Course grades will be assigned using the following point scale:  
 A: 530 – 600                           C: 415 – 474                      F: 0 – 349   
 B: 475 – 529                            D: 350 – 414   
     I reserve the right to move the grade boundaries down, but I will not move them up. 

•    Attendance 
Important!  During the first week, you MUST attend at least 50% of the classes or you will be administratively 
dropped.   

 
Class attendance is most important in the learning process.  Students are expected to attend every class meeting for 
which they have registered. In case of absence, it is your responsibility to find out the extent of the materials you 
missed.  On most lecture days, there will be problems selected from textbook, or from hand-outs to solve in class 
and turn in for participation grade. This in-class activity is based on the development of the day lecture and will 
not be with prior notice.  
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It is expected that you will show up for class meetings on time.  Entering the classroom late is distracting for me 
and the other students in the class.  If you show up for a lecture, plan to stay for the entire period.  It is just as 
distracting if you leave early as if you arrive late.  Please be respectful of your classmates. 

• TESTS 
There will be a three midterm and a final exam for this course. Be prepared to demonstrate your understanding 
and command of the course material listed in the syllabus for a test.  
Midterm tests are given in the classroom as scheduled (as closely as possible) in the matrix of this syllabus.  You 
have 50 minutes (or as specified on the test) to complete the midterm test and two hours for the final exam.  The 
final exam for MTH 111 is comprehensive and will be 200 points.  Tests may be of varied format: essay, short-
answer, multiple-choice, problem solving, etc. Makeup tests will only be given on extenuating circumstances. 

New this term for trial: If 50% of a student’s final exam score is higher than her lowest midterm score, the lowest 
midterm score will be dropped and 50% of the final exam score will replace it for grade calculation. However, 
you must take all exams to qualify. 

• GROUP ACTIVITIES  
There are many small and major activities in MTH 111. Group activities range from handouts for practice on topics 
covered to some hands-on application of algebra concepts that you will complete as part of a group.  Your grade on 
those activities requiring write-up, will be based on accuracy, clarity of explanation, organization, and neatness, as 
well as on your contribution to the group effort.  Since an activity requires that you work with classmates and may 
require special materials, you must be in class day to earn credit for the activity.   

• HOMEWORK 

Online: WebAssign is an online homework tool that we will use in Math 111. Each assignment will be available 
for a given length of time and you must complete the assignment and enter your answers online by the deadline to 
get credit for that assignment. All assignments are due at 11:59 pm on the deadline date.  

If you purchased a new book at LBCC you have an access code card in your textbook. Otherwise, you will need 
to purchase an access code either online or in the bookstore. There is a two week grace period where you do not 
need an access code. Homework due dates are posted in WebAssign.  

It is tempting when doing online homework to just work out problems on your calculator or scratch paper. 
However, you cannot use them to study for tests, so I recommend that you write out your solutions on paper so 
that you can use the problems to study for tests.  

• Disabilities Services and Emergency Planning – Meet with Instructor in Week 1 
Students who have any emergency medical information the instructor should know of, who need special 
arrangements in the event of evacuation, or students with documented disabilities who may need 
accommodations, should make an appointment with the instructor as early as possible, no later than the first week 
of the term.  If additional assistance is required the student should contact the Office of Disability Services. ODS 
may be reached from any LBCC campus/center by e-mail to ODS@linnbenton.edu or by calling 917-4789.   

• Academic Integrity 
Integrity is extremely important in any science or engineering discipline.  It is taken no less seriously in the 
classroom.   
The Instructor has the right to issue a grade of "F" for the course in which the instructor believes the student has 
cheated.    
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Math 111: Tentative Daily Schedule 
Week 1 
4/2 – 4/6 

 
Introduction, P.6, 1.1-1.5, 2.1  

Week 2 
4/9 – 4/13 

Sec  2.1 – 2.4 

Week 3 
4/16 – 4/20 

Sec 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7 Review for Test 1 
April 19 (Th) - Inservice Day No Class 
 

Week 4 
4/23 – 4/27 

Tuesday: Test 1 (ch. 1 – 2) and Sec 3.1 
Sec 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 

Week 5 
4/30 – 5/4 

Sec 3.4, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 
 

Week 6 
5/7 – 5/11 

Sec 4.4, 4.5, 4.6   Review for Test 2 
 

Week 7 
5/14 – 5/18 

Tuesday: Test 2 (ch. 1 – 4.5) and Sec 4.6 
Sec 4.7, 6.2 

Week 8 
5/21 – 5/25 

Sec  6.2, 6.3 
Sec 7.1, 7.2  Review 

Week 9 
    5/28 – 6/1 

 

Tuesday: Test 3 (ch. 1 – 7.1) and Sec 7.2 
Sec 7.3 
 

Week 10 
6/4 – 6/8  

Sec 7.4, 7.5 
Catch Up, Review 

Final Week 
6/11 – 6/15 

Final Exam (Over all topics covered) 
Tuesday, 6/12/12  Time: 7:30 – 9:20 AM      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


